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cuts to SNAP and other nutrition as-
sistance programs will increase hunger 
in America, and we will see even great-
er consequences. 

Hungry children cannot learn in 
school and suffer developmental 
delays. Hungry children have worse 
health outcomes. Hungry children have 
bleaker economic outlooks through the 
rest of their adult lives. But the im-
pacts don’t stop there. 

Cuts to critical nutrition programs 
don’t just hurt the hungry families 
who rely on them, they hurt the econo-
mies of local communities, as families 
have less money to spend in local 
stores. Allowing an increase in hunger 
across America will threaten our Na-
tion’s ability to develop the highly 
skilled and highly educated workforce 
that we will need to compete in the 
21st century. 

We must not make cuts on the backs 
of hungry children to balance our budg-
ets. Doing so would be morally wrong 
and an economic disaster. 

Madam Speaker, instead of sched-
uling a 37th vote to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act, we should come together 
to work to find an approach for all 
Americans to help get everyone back 
to work. 

We need a comprehensive solution to 
replace the sequester and to address 
the ongoing crisis of poverty. That is 
why, with the support of our Demo-
cratic Caucus, we started a Task Force 
on Poverty and Opportunity in Feb-
ruary, which I am proud to chair. We 
are working to build support for a com-
prehensive national strategy to help 
eliminate poverty, grow the economy, 
and create millions of new jobs, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to join us. 

I also hope that our colleagues will 
join myself, Representative JIM 
MCGOVERN, our Congressional Black 
Caucus chair, MARCIA FUDGE, Congress-
woman JAN SCHAKOWSKY, and our 
Democratic Caucus vice chair, JOE 
CROWLEY, in taking the food stamp 
challenge. We need to raise the level of 
awareness of what is taking place here 
in Washington, D.C., and so what we’re 
going to do is commit ourselves to lim-
iting our food budget to the average 
SNAP benefit for a week. That’s $1.40 
per person per meal. We will show how 
vital it is to strengthen and fully fund 
SNAP. And we’re asking all of those 
who can do this to join with us. 

We’ve got to protect the most vulner-
able, grow the economy, and SNAP is 
one of the best programs to do just 
that. So it’s time not to slash it, but to 
support it. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
Dr. Mike Landry, Sarasota Baptist 

Church, Sarasota, Florida, offered the 
following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, I approach Your 
throne on behalf of a Nation that des-
perately needs You. We are faced with 
much division and disunity in our land, 
and we request Your healing and recon-
ciling touch. We thank You that You 
are not a spectator God who sits in 
Heaven unconcerned and uncaring. 

We acknowledge that the greatness 
of our Nation is due to Your blessing 
and provision. And we know that You 
have blessed us in order that we might 
be a blessing to other nations. We un-
derstand that to whomever much is 
given, much will be required. 

Father, grant these legislative lead-
ers wisdom and courage to make deci-
sions today that honor You. May Your 
will be done on Earth, just as it is in 
Heaven. 

Pour out Your grace and protect the 
marriages and families of these, our 
Nation’s leaders. 

I offer this prayer in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Texas (Mr. OLSON) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. OLSON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. MIKE LANDRY 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BUCHANAN) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, it is 

my privilege this morning to welcome 
a very good friend to the Halls of Con-
gress. Pastor Mike Landry, who deliv-
ered the opening prayer this morning, 
is a great spiritual leader in Sarasota, 
Florida. For the past 16 years, he has 
served as senior pastor to the Sarasota 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 
my district. 

My wife, Sandy, and I have had the 
pleasure of knowing the pastor for 
nearly 5 years. He is very devoted to 
his family, his church, his congrega-
tion, and serving the people of south-
west Florida. He has made himself an 
incredible and beloved member of our 
community. 

I commend Pastor Landry for his 
outstanding service to our community 
and to our Nation. It’s my honor today 
to welcome him here to the House of 
Representatives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair will entertain 15 fur-
ther requests for 1-minute speeches on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE TRUTH ABOUT BENGHAZI 

(Mr. LONG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address an important issue: the at-
tack against America and its citizens 
by terrorists in Benghazi. Four Ameri-
cans, including our Ambassador, Chris 
Stevens, have been killed. The Amer-
ican people deserve the truth about 
Benghazi and to know who was respon-
sible, not convenient stories blaming 
the violence on some filmmaker’s free 
speech rights. The people who died de-
serve justice. 

As we investigate this attack, and 
the response of the civilian and mili-
tary leaders in command, we must de-
termine whether the paralysis that 
seemed to characterize the govern-
ment’s reaction was the result of indi-
vidual bad decisions or a broader insti-
tutional problem. 

Our military and our soldiers are the 
most capable in the world, but if their 
commanders refuse to send them into 
battle, they cannot safeguard Amer-
ican lives or interests. 

The American people and our allies 
abroad need to know that the United 
States has the resolve to act in the 
face of uncertainty. Our enemies need 
to know that when they attack Ameri-
cans, they do so at great danger be-
cause Americans do not leave our peo-
ple behind. 

f 

HONORING HOLOCAUST EDU-
CATION AND RESOURCE CENTER 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor the Holocaust Edu-
cation and Resource Center of Rhode 
Island, which is celebrating its 25th an-
niversary this weekend. I had the 
honor of serving on their board for a 
number of years. 

This wonderful institution was first 
founded by Holocaust survivors living 
in Rhode Island during the 1980s. It for-
mally opened its doors on May 5, 1988, 
and since that time it has helped to 
provide Rhode Islanders with edu-
cational resources on the Holocaust 
and commemorate the lives of the mil-
lions of victims of this horrific atroc-
ity. 

In addition, the Holocaust Education 
and Resource Center works with 
schools in Rhode Island, southeastern 
Massachusetts, and even the suburbs of 
Boston to teach young people about 
the importance of treating everyone 
with respect and dignity and to work 
to eradicate bigotry and intolerance. 

Congratulations to the Holocaust 
Education and Resource Center on 25 
successful years of promoting toler-
ance and respect to tens of thousands 
of Rhode Islanders, for helping us all 
remember those killed by the Nazis in 
the Holocaust, and for making Rhode 
Island and our world a better place. I 
wish this organization continued suc-
cess in the years to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FORT BEND 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, Fort Bend 
Christian Academy rules. Yesterday, 
the Eagles won two State titles. 

The day started with the Lady Eagles 
winning their fourth State champion-
ship in softball, the fourth title in 7 
years. Behind Coach Ferguson Carroll 
and Elizabeth Fox’s 12 strikeouts, the 
Lady Eagles crushed Fort Worth Chris-
tian 4–0. 

Right after that game ended, the 
Fort Bend Christian men won their 
first State baseball title with a close 
12–11 victory over Midland Christian. 
Coach Roman and the team never quit, 
scoring four runs in the top of the sixth 
inning to take the lead for good. 

There’s an old saying in naval avia-
tion: don’t mess with an eagle unless 
you know how to fly. The Fort Bend 
Christian men and women are Eagles 
who know how to fly. Those Eagles are 
Texas State champs. 

f 

PROVIDING FOOD STAMP SAFETY 
NET 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, our farms 
and ranches produce food products in 
amounts that greatly exceed our nutri-
tional needs. There is no reason for 

anyone in this country to go hungry. 
And yet, that is a daily reality faced by 
many poor families. 

The food stamp program provides a 
small but essential safety net to meet 
the nutritional needs of children, the 
elderly, the disabled, and those who 
fall on hard times when our economy 
sheds jobs. 

The proposed cuts to the food stamp 
program included in the House farm 
bill are unacceptable and cruel. Poor 
nutrition leads to poor health out-
comes and long-term developmental 
problems in children. It does not save 
money. It simply transfers costs to 
those who cannot pay those costs and 
needlessly increases suffering. We can 
afford to feed all of our citizens. A farm 
and food policy that cannot deliver nu-
tritious meals to all Americans is in-
deed failed policy. We can and must do 
better. 

f 

b 1210 

AMERICANS NEED TO KNOW 
(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, the President made a pledge 
to Americans: If you elect me and you 
like your current health care, you’ll be 
able to keep it. 

The reality today is that nearly 7 
million people are set to lose their em-
ployer-sponsored health insurance 
when the President’s health care law 
goes into full effect. On January 1, 
many Americans will be forced into an 
exchange program that has not even 
been set up. 

NANCY PELOSI promised the Amer-
ican people Congress must pass the bill 
so you can find out what’s in it. The 
Democratic-controlled House passed 
the bill almost 4 years ago. They didn’t 
know what was in the bill then, and 
they don’t know what to do now. 

We’re less than 7 months away from 
many Americans being forced into ex-
changes. Yet they don’t know what op-
tions are available to them. 

What we do know is that consumers 
are already looking at sharp premium 
increases. The very people who were 
promised the most, those young people 
under the age of 29, are expected to get 
increases somewhere in the range of 200 
percent. 

This is unacceptable, Mr. Speaker. 
Most Americans operate under a budg-
et. Americans need to know what the 
increases in their health care costs will 
be and what plan options are available. 
Americans need to know the effects 
that this legislation will have on their 
lives, and they need to know now. 

The administration has had 4 years 
to figure this out, and the only thing 
they’ve figured out is that they don’t 
know what to do. 

f 

BLOCK THE BORDER FEE TAX 
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Homeland Security Committee 
adopted my amendment to block a 
study of new fees for passengers and pe-
destrians crossing our borders. A simi-
lar amendment was successfully in-
cluded in the Senate legislation last 
week. 

The consensus for blocking this tax 
is welcome, but not surprising. Cross- 
border travel is central to the eco-
nomic viability of border communities, 
including my own in western New 
York. 

Last year, 3 million Canadians vis-
ited our region, spending nearly $1 bil-
lion. Canadians rely on seamless travel 
at one of my district’s five border 
crossings to travel from the Buffalo Ni-
agara International Airport, area busi-
nesses, and to attend sporting and cul-
tural events. 

Mr. Speaker, with the bipartisan sup-
port, bicameral support for this issue, I 
suggest that language blocking the 
border fees should be included in the 
upcoming immigration reform legisla-
tion. This is a senseless tax. It’s coun-
terproductive, and we should take 
every action to prevent it. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF MOSES HAR-
RISON 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and accomplish-
ments of Moses Harrison. His judicial 
successes have been well chronicled, 
but he got elected to the Illinois Su-
preme Court in 1992 and served for 8 
years before becoming the chief jus-
tice. 

However, there’s probably no more 
credible source than my mom, who 
says that Moses was a nice, gentle 
man; everyone who knew him liked 
him. 

I also appreciated his support in a 
letter for me to go to the military 
academy at West Point. 

Moses was very involved in local ac-
tivities and also was involved in the 
Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Harrison was preceded in death 
by his son, Luke. He leaves behind his 
wife, Sharon; his son, Judge Clarence 
Harrison and his wife and four grand-
children, who will greatly miss him. 

f 

SAFE CLIMATE AND RAIL 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we are 
in dangerous and uncharted territory. 
At 400 parts per million, there is now 
more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
than at any time in the past 3 million 
years. 

Now here in the United States, more 
than a quarter of our greenhouse gas 
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